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in such a Council we must treat of faith and of other matters
which concern all Christian folk. From which it followeth
that the laity, who are concerned in the debates of a General
Council, may be present if they will... Matters of faith concern
not only the clergy but the laity; for God is not only the
God of clerics, but of lay folk also....
Disciple. Tell me briefly wherefore it is said that women
should not be excluded outright from the General Council
against their will
Master. This is by reason of the unity of men and women
in the Faith which concerneth all; and wherein (as the Apostle
saith in the $rd chapter of the Epistle to the Colossians1,
speaking of the new law) there is neither male nor female.
And therefore, wheresoever the wisdom or goodness or power
of women be essential to the treating of faith (which is the
especial matter of debate in a General Council) a woman
must not be excluded from such General Council.
Disciple. I esteem this assertion concerning women (who,
according to St Paul, may not teach) to be so unreasonable,
that I will treat of it no more. Let us therefore dismiss this
matter; and tell me what power a General Council hath over
a Pope who hath been taken in heresy.
19 NEW FASHIONS
Tfa Knight of La Tour-Lnndry, E.E.T.S., 1868, p. 31.
Who so takithe furst a novelte of array on hym, thei ben
moche spoken of; but now a dayes, and a woman here1 of a
newe gette5, she wille never be in pees tille she have the same
And the wives saien to her husbondes every day, "sir, suche
a wyff and suche hath suche goodly arraye that besemithe her
wdle, and y praie you y may have of the same"; and yef4 her
husbonde saie, "wiff, yef suche have suche arraie, suche that
are wiser thanne thei have it not," she wil saie, "no force it is5;
for thei canne not were it; and yef y have it ye shull see how
welle it wille become me, for y can were it" And thus with
1 Rather, GaL iii. 18*   Qckham, like many medieval theologians, quoted from
memoryT and was thinking of the similar passage Col. iii. 11.
a hear.         * fashion.         4 if.         * no matter.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